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came to an end. The sequence of events was extra-
ordinarily suggestive. And yet Favorsham, who upon
such a clear issue could not have been mistaken, had
declared the cause of Hinchliffe's death to have been
tetanus.

A possibility which had passed through Dr. Priestley's
mind at an earlier date, now presented itself with greater
force. Could Venner have deliberately infected his uncle
with the tetanus bacillus? Dr. Priestley's experience
had taught him never to reject a hypothesis us impos-
sible, until it had been definitely disproved. But how
could a man in Vernier's position have secured a culture
of the bacillus ?

Dr. Priestley glanced at the notes which he had just
made, and smiled. They certainly suggested that Ven-
ner's disappearance came within the iirst of the classes
into which he had divided such phenomena.

Dr. Priestley returned to London on Monday morning.
And that evening, shortly before seven o'clock,
Superintendent Hanslet made his appearance at West-
bourne Terrace,
" I know you don't dine till eight, Professor/1 he said,
" But you asked me to come early, so here I am. I got
your letter all right, and I made the inquiries you sug-
gested. And I came across something pretty queer------"
" Take your time, Superintendent/' Dr, Priestley in-
terrupted him. " We shall find some sherry in the
study, A glass of sherry is by far the best appetiser
before dinner, in spite of the modern craze for cock-
tails. I asked you to come early, because Faversham
and Oldland are coming to dinner, and we could hardly